Nuisance lawsuits targeted by Ontario government | Toronto Star

Sign in

Sunday, June 9, 2013
11:47 AM EDT

HOME

QUEEN'S PARK

Search the archives

Toronto

News / Queen's Park

Good News

GTA
Queen's Park
Canada
World

The Ontario government is finally clamping down on nuisance lawsuits filed to silence
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John Gerretsen unveiled new legislation to crack down on nuisance lawsuits.

The Ontario government is finally clamping down on
nuisance lawsuits filed to silence critics by tying them up in
court.
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“We believe that this law will provide a balanced approach
that recognizes both the right to public expression and the
importance of protection of reputation” Gerretsen told
reporters at the University of Toronto law school.
The attorney general said the proposed legislation would
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After three years of study, Attorney General John Gerretsen
on Tuesday introduced a bill designed to curb “strategic
litigation against public participation” (SLAPP) suits.
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force the courts to identify within 60 days — by quickly
hearing requests to dismiss — whether a suit was in the
public interest or just an intimidation tactic to limit debate on a controversial matter.

Burka meets bikini at Egypt’s new alcoholfree Red Sea resort

He noted that the majority of SLAPPs are filed as defamation claims of libel or slander
and have so little merit that they are often withdrawn before going to trial.
In the past, the ploy has been used by property developers and big corporations to
stymie opponents of their projects.
Gerretsen said even though the legislature is expected to rise for the summer break on
June 13 — a week later than scheduled — he is hopeful the bill can be passed this fall
and take effect in 2014.
Mayo Moran, dean of the U of T’s faculty of law and chair of the government’s 2010
expert panel on the issue, stressed “public participation is vital to a flourishing
democracy.”
Moran said the legislation would help encourage “robust debate on issues of public
importance.”
David Sterns, the Ontario Bar Association’s public affairs chair, said it would expedite
the hearings for “legitimate claims” because the courts wouldn’t be clogged up with
specious suits.
“Public confidence depends on the ability of our justice system to operate efficiently
and to enhance democratic principles. Both of these goals are threatened by the badfaith litigation that this new legislation is designed to curb,” said Sterns.
NDP leader Andrea Horwath, who has been pushing for anti-SLAPP laws for the past
five years, said it’s about time the Liberals acted.
“It’s important … because it takes away the threat of big companies with all kinds of
resources being able to bring those resources to a lawsuit against a community
volunteer group, for example,” said Horwath.
“The companies use their financial muscle to silence community activists, which is not
a health way to have a real, vigorous debate about a proposal in terms of some kind of
development,” she said.
Progressive Conservative deputy leader Christine Elliott said her party wanted to pore
over the legislation before weighing in.
Environmental Commissioner Gord Miller has long called for anti-SLAPP laws to stop
developers from encroaching upon ecologically sensitive areas.
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TheBigBopper 4 days ago
It's odd that the Cons always seem to be not so interested in legislation that might actually hurt
their business buddies in some way. Hypocrites, they claim to be the little guy's friend but in
reality they are only interested in business.
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Skippy88 4 days ago
Easy solution just make sure you can't withdraw a lawsuit unless the two parties come to an
agreement. Either you are in or your out. No in between. Then somehow get the court system
to hear the lawsuits done in a timely manner.
Share

Reply

Hwy 61 3 days ago
It was because of the overload in the courts that the administrative tribunal system was set
up - and now IT's overloaded. Could it possibly be that it's time to set up more mediation
and less confrontation? It's very seldom that anyone actually gets a positive outcome from
a lawsuit.
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just like the g-20 in Toronto, must be a nuisance
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joeyasweknowit 4 days ago
Another deflection story ........where are we with the class action to recover the power plant
money ; must be a nuisance .
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clearly you need a lesson in law and democracy.
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You know what really is a "Nuisance"; the fact that 90% of the public making the national
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average cannot access the courts. There is no justice when 10% of the population are the ones
with sole access to the courts due to financial reasons.
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